Thomas Edward "Ed" Nelson
December 26, 1926 - February 28, 2019

Thomas Edward “Ed” Nelson, Sr. was called home by the Lord, Thursday, February 28,
2019 at the Hospice House of Laurens County surrounded by his loving family and the
melodious sounds of his favorite hymns.
He was a native of Laurens County, and was born on December 26, 1926 to the late John
Lewis and Minnie Pulley Nelson.
Mr. Nelson was a member of Calvary Baptist Church where he attended faithfully and
worked. In his later years, he attended Langston Baptist Church with family. He proudly
served his country as a medic during WWII. He was a hardworking and humble man that
led by example and supported his family. Following retirement from Torrington, he was a
tireless and selfless volunteer, assisting farms and dairies and providing care for older
siblings. With his best friends, Truman Leopard and Jimmy Revis, he built wheelchair
ramps, rebuilt homes in areas of disaster, and trimmed trees for Calvary Cemetery while in
his 80’s.
He was a simple man and a friend to all, never one to complain and content with what life
had given him. He loved the outdoors, gospel and country music, caring for his fourlegged friends, and being called the Sweet Potato Man, following in his “Pa’s” footsteps
who passed when he was six years old.
His initials spelled TEN, and he was the tenth of twelve siblings. He loved his family and
he respected his father, his mother, and the Lord. “Honor your father and your mother, as
the Lord your God has commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may be
well with you in the land which the Lord your God is giving you," (Deuteronomy 5:16).
There is no better way to describe the life of Mr. Nelson - a son, brother, husband, father,
grandfather, great-grandfather, uncle, and friend to all for over nine decades. Humble,
simple, hard-working – the last of his siblings, a man with many stories to share, lessons
to learn and teach, a giver of hugs, and a testament to the words of his favorite hymn,
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” In his manner of complimenting others, Mr. Nelson

was a “goodun.”

He is survived by his two children, Jean Perna and Thomas Edward “Eddie” Nelson, Jr.;
his two grandchildren, Jason Nelson and Jennifer Harris (Anthony); his two greatgrandchildren, Alyssa Nelson and Annaley Harris; and many nieces and nephews.
He is predeceased by his wife, Thelma Russ Nelson, his sisters, Bernice Nelson,
Catherine Nelson Adair, Gladys Nelson Penland, Belle Nelson Fallaw, and his brothers,
Joel Nelson, Henry Nelson, Lawrence Nelson, Augustus Nelson, Earl Nelson, Ralph
Nelson, and Bob Nelson.
Graveside services will be held on Saturday, March 2nd at 11:00am at Pinelawn Memory
Gardens. A Celebration of Ed’s life, a life well lived, will be held at 11:00 am on Saturday,
March 16th at Langston Baptist Church, 1474 Langston Church Rd., Clinton, SC.
Memorials may be made to Calvary Baptist Church, 702 N. Sloan St., Clinton, SC 29325;
Langston Baptist Church, 1609 Cattle Dr., Laurens, SC 29360; or to Hospice of Laurens
County, PO Box 178, Clinton, SC 29325.
Condolences may be expressed online at http://www.grayfuneralhome.com
Gray Funeral Home of Clinton.

Cemetery

Events

Pinelawn Memory Gardens MAR
28808 Hwy 76 E

2

Clinton, SC,

Graveside Service

11:00AM

Pinelawn Memory Gardens
28808 Hwy 76 E, Clinton, SC, US

MAR
16

A Celebration of Life

11:00AM

Langston Baptist Church
1474 Langston Church Road, Clinton, SC, US, 29325

Comments

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Thomas Edward "Ed"
Nelson.

March 08, 2019 at 10:36 AM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Gray Funeral Home - March 05, 2019 at 12:41 PM

“

Jean and Eddie, We're going to miss your daddy so much. We have so many
memories of him. George and I took him fishing down at James A.'s pond a few
times and he really enjoyed that. He always liked being outside. We would
sometimes go get him and we'd all watch "Andy Griffith" and eat popcorn. He has
gone to many Homecomings at the church and Bible studies and singings and
Hannah's recitals at 1st Pres. We also went to a gun and knife show a few years
ago. When I was young he used to coon hunt with Daddy. He and Daddy told
Michelle about their adventures and she wrote a book about them. The next time I go
into a thrift store it will feel strange not buying their hunting and fishing magazines for
him. He told me that he liked to sit in his room and read. He said he was "shy". When
I'd tell people that, they would laugh because when he was around people he knew
well he could NEVER be called "a man of few words". He loved telling us about "the
good old days". I enjoyed hearing his stories because I would remember a lot of the
things he talked about.The stories he told us about before I was even born were very
interesting, too. No history book could begin to compete with his stories. We will miss
him but he is now with his "Ma and Pa" and his brothers and sisters. There are no
more worries about kidney failure, heart failure, psoriasis and all the other plagues of
this life. Uncle Skeet, we love you very much. Love, The Powell Family--George,
Marlynn,Michelle, Seth, Hannah, Victoria, Corrie, Anna Joe, and Isaac

Marlynn Powell - March 05, 2019 at 08:01 AM

“

Uncle Skeet and I both enjoyed the outdoors and he took me and my little brother on
some trips down in the woods to see plants and animals. His love for people, giving
spirit and enjoyment of life, and his stories about "the good ol' days" were very
impressionable.
I thank the Lord for his goodness in having this treasure cross my family's lives.
- Michelle

Michelle Powell - March 04, 2019 at 10:26 AM

