Sarah Rhoden Dance
April 7, 1940 - October 28, 2019

Sarah Rhoden Dance, 79, of Clinton passed away after a long battle with dementia on
October 28, 2019 with the love of her life by her side. Sarah was a devoted wife, mother,
grandmother, and friend to many.
Sarah was born on April 7, 1940, the daughter of the late Robert and Helen Rhoden of
Aiken, SC. She married her childhood sweetheart, Thomas Abney (Tom) Dance, on
August 21, 1960 in Aiken. Beautiful inside and out, she was crowned May Queen her
senior year at Aiken High School. She loved reading and excelled in school, and she
earned an academic scholarship to Winthrop College in Rock Hill.
Sarah’s reputation was known far and wide, and for special reasons – She was a
consummate homemaker who exercised her gift of hospitality often, and she made sure
every person who walked through her door felt welcome and loved. If they left hungry, it
was by no fault of hers; an excellent cook in the Southern tradition, Sarah was known for
mouth-watering fried chicken, delicious cakes worth their calories, and a squash casserole
that won over even the pickiest of eaters. Friendly and thoughtful, she served as the
Clinton and Laurens Welcome Wagon hostess for years. She encouraged family traditions
that created treasured memories, and as a doting grandmother, she intentioned to know
her grandchildren well. She made sure to have their favorite homemade treats and
goodies on hand whenever they visited. Most of all, she loved the Lord in word and deed,
faithfully serving Him throughout her life. Together with Tommy, she impacted countless
lives in youth, women’s, and prison ministry until her health no longer permitted her
service. Even throughout her illness, she continued pointing people to Christ through the
incredible bond she shared with her husband.
In addition to her loving husband of 59 years, she is survived by four sons and daughtersin-love, Tad (Robin) of Macon, GA, Craig (Hazel) of Greenville, Philip (Bebe) of Anderson,
Michael (Janice) of Greer; and 11 grandchildren, ages 27 to seven years: Rachel (Denver,
CO), Thomas (Chattanooga, TN), Stephen (Atlanta, GA); Matthew (Greenville), Jacob
(Orlando, FL), Anna (Clemson); Caleb (Anderson), Joel (Clemson), Erin (Anderson);
David (Greer), and Abigail (Greer); her brother, Bobby (Suzanne) Rhoden of Aiken; and
her great niece and namesake, Sarah Moseley of Prosperity.
The family is indebted to those who have helped care for Sarah, particularly Kristal

Tribble, Carolyn Roberts, and Laura Nelson.
A memorial service and celebration of her life is planned at First Presbyterian Church in
Clinton on Saturday, November 2, 2019 at 1:00pm, and friends may speak to the family
immediately following the service in the church fellowship hall. Arrangements are being
handled by Gray Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Hospice of
Laurens County, P.O. Box 178, Clinton, SC 29325or Victory Harvest Ministries of 510
Meadowmont Village Circle, PMB 369 Chapel Hill, NC, 27517.

Events
NOV
2

Memorial Service

01:00PM

First Presbyterian Church
410 E Carolina Ave, Clinton, SC, US, 29325

NOV
2

Receiving family and friends following the service
First Presbyterian Church
410 E Carolina Ave, Clinton, SC, US, 29325

Comments

“

It was such a pleasure to grow close to you and your husband. God is so amazing
and I’m thankful to have known such a beautiful angel. May God give you peace
Pastor Dance!!

Shanita Speaks - November 19, 2019 at 12:55 PM

“

So sad to hear this news. Hugs and prayers to the family. Mrs. Dance was one of a
kind.

Sally Dillon - November 02, 2019 at 05:26 PM

“

Tom, I was so sorry to hear of Sarah’s death. She, as well as you, made a big impact
for Christ on my life. I have many precious memories of time spent with you and the
boys. Sarah was a sweet and dear friend and I loved cooking with her in the kitchen.
She was such a Godly example for me. May God comfort you in this time of grief.
Love to you all.
Terry Schilling

Terry Schilling - November 01, 2019 at 11:50 AM

“

Truely an amazing woman and a blessing to all. I loved Sarah dearly,she was an
inspiration to be around. I never heard her complain of anything or anyone. My heart
breaks for it is our loss..but it also rejoices for knowing she is walking the streets of
gold with our Savior. She has no more sickness nor pain..and I'm sure she will be
waiting near the Pearly Gates for her dear Tom. My heartfelt thoughts and prayers for
her family.

Wanda English - October 31, 2019 at 05:35 PM

“

So sorry to read of Sarah's passing in my upcoming church bulletin. Many memories,
and thoughts of our high school days together fill my mind.
Janet Swope Wade
Aiken, S.C.

Janet Swope Wade - October 31, 2019 at 05:18 PM

“

Fields of Europe for Spring was purchased for the family of Sarah Rhoden Dance.

October 31, 2019 at 02:59 PM

“

Multicolor Bright Mixed Flower Standing Cross was purchased for the family of Sarah
Rhoden Dance.

October 31, 2019 at 12:04 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers are with you and the entire family during this time of loss. May
the God of peace surround you all at this time with His unwavering grace. We will
continue to pray for you during this time.
Elizabeth Kamalakis and all at
Coachlight Tours

Elizabeth Kamalakis - October 31, 2019 at 11:16 AM

“

Billy Rhoden and Catherine Rhoden purchased the Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- All
White for the family of Sarah Rhoden Dance.

Billy Rhoden and Catherine Rhoden - October 30, 2019 at 04:12 PM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Standing Basket was purchased for the family of Sarah
Rhoden Dance.

October 30, 2019 at 01:30 PM

“

Tad and Robin,
Your New City Church family loves you and is lifting you up in prayer.
May you be overwhelmed by the peace of God that is beyond all understanding.
With Love,
Brothers and Sisters in your New City MC

Sherry Olivier - October 29, 2019 at 09:24 PM

“

Sherry,
What a lovely surprise to find your words of encouragement here on behalf of our church
family. We are grateful for your prayers and concern during our season of grief.
Love,
Robin & Tad
Robin - October 30, 2019 at 09:57 AM

“

My deepest sympathy. Praying for the family.

Dolly Lynn - October 29, 2019 at 09:08 PM

“

Tim and Liz Lane purchased the Classic Sympathy Dish Garden for the family of
Sarah Rhoden Dance.

Tim and Liz Lane - October 29, 2019 at 02:46 PM

“

Lots of prayer in the days ahead. Don and Nancy Rholetter

Don and Nancy Rholetter - October 29, 2019 at 01:57 PM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of Sarah Rhoden Dance.

October 29, 2019 at 01:48 PM

“

Thomas Scullin and family purchased the Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket for
the family of Sarah Rhoden Dance.

Thomas Scullin and family - October 29, 2019 at 01:38 PM

“

Michael and Janice, I'm praying for you and your family during this difficult time.
May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Ronald Hunter - October 29, 2019 at 01:33 PM

“

Debbie Baumberger lit a candle in memory of Sarah Rhoden Dance

Debbie Baumberger - October 29, 2019 at 10:36 AM

“

Philip and Bebe, We are lifting prayers for you and your family during this difficult
time. With deepest sympathy, James, Zadean and Christy Bouknight

Christy Bouknight - October 29, 2019 at 09:32 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the family. She was always so pleasant. I know she will be
missed. Your Waffle House waitress years back. "'Deb"
Debbie Baumberger - October 29, 2019 at 10:39 AM

“

BeBe, my thoughts and prayers are with you and the rest of your Mother-in-Law’s
family .

Lunette S Livingston - October 29, 2019 at 07:54 AM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray was purchased for the family of Sarah
Rhoden Dance.

October 28, 2019 at 07:46 PM

“

Love's Embrace Roses – Purple was purchased for the family of Sarah Rhoden
Dance.

October 28, 2019 at 07:26 PM

“

European Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Sarah Rhoden
Dance.

October 28, 2019 at 05:51 PM

