Russell Alfred Warner Sr.
September 5, 1935 - May 29, 2020

Dateline – Clinton, SC
Russell Alfred Warner, Sr. entered into heaven from the loving presence of his family on
Friday, May 29, 2020. Russell was the fifth of seven children and was born in 1935 in Little
Rock, Arkansas to James and Prudence Warner.
Russell married his long time sweetheart and love of his life, Gwendolyn Beggs, after she
graduated High School in June of 1956. He owned and operated a couple of businesses
in Little Rock over the next ten years, when he became interested in working in the
ministry of our Lord. He moved his family to Columbia, South Carolina to attend Columbia
Bible College in 1967. While there, he deepened his love for Christ and was called to
serve, alongside Gwen, as a houseparent at Thornwell Home for Children. Russell served
at Thornwell for over 15 years. He and Gwen also had a daycare center in Clinton for
about 20 years.
Russell was always a helper. He was always willing to serve others. Over the years he
has served as Elder and Deacon in the Thornwell Hartness Presbyterian Church. He also
served as Scoutmaster of Troup 198, where he once received the honor of Scoutmaster of
the year. He served many years as a Little League coach, even when he did not have a
child of his own playing. He also helped with United Ministries, the local food distribution
ministries.
Russell was a great children’s story teller. He loved to fish and play golf. He loved the
Clemson Tigers, although his love for the Arkansas Razorbacks was always very close to
the surface too. He knew over ten jokes that he told to perfection (and often). Russell
spent years performing coin tricks that amazed children of all ages. He was known by
many names over the years, including Arky and Mr. Russell. However, the titles he was
most known and loved for were, Son, Brother, Husband, Dad, Uncle, and Gran-Gran.
Russell was preceded in death by his parents, his sisters, Dorothy and Mittie, his brother,
James, and his infant great-granddaughter, Lily.
Russell is survived by his wife of 64 years, Gwendolyn.
He is also survived by his four children, Russell, Jr. (Angela) of Florence, SC, Richard
(Johnny Faye) of Clinton, SC, Robert (Amy) of Myrtle Beach, SC, and Rebekah Ross

(Scott), of Anderson, SC. and nine grandchildren, Julie Hicks (Benjamin) of Pamplico,
Shelley Brook Warner of Florence, Bryan Evans of Columbia, SC, Adam Evans (Amy) of
Clinton, SC, Heather Evans of Clinton, SC, Jeromy Ross of Anderson, SC, Maxwell Ross
of Anderson, SC, Taylor Risser (Phillip) of Phoenix, AZ, and Winston Warner of Myrtle
Beach, SC and eleven great grandchildren, and many beloved nieces and nephews, and
many golf partners.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to St. Jude Children’s Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN 38105.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.grayfuneralhome.com
Gray Funeral Home of Clinton

Comments

“

Michael K Armstrong lit a candle in memory of Russell Alfred Warner Sr.

Michael K Armstrong - June 11 at 03:40 AM

“

“

Mr. Warner was a very good man. Blessings and peace to a wonderful family.
Michael K Armstrong - June 11 at 03:42 AM

Russell always made me smile....great man and a great family
my thoughts and prayers to you all

Jared Price - June 04 at 09:35 AM

“

Jason&Amanda Blanton lit a candle in memory of Russell Alfred Warner Sr.

Jason&Amanda Blanton - June 02 at 01:40 PM

“

Gwen,
I have you and the family in my prayers. Praying for God's comforting arms to
surround you all at this time of your loss.

LeJune Setzer Cantrell - June 01 at 11:26 PM

“

Rick & family so sorry to hear of your Dad's passing. Love and Prayers for all.

Donna Frazier Morris - June 01 at 04:07 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of Russels passing. I was privileged to know Russel and Gwen
when I worked at Thornwell ( 1983-2007). I enjoyed both very much. Gwen, you and
your children will be in my prayers. Thornwell was so much like family. So sorry you
are going through this difficult time. Thinking of you with love! Pat Williams Burden

Pat Burden - June 01 at 12:33 PM

“

Kathy S Rogers lit a candle in memory of Russell Alfred Warner Sr.

Kathy S Rogers - June 01 at 04:15 AM

“

you are truly going to be missed. you and your wife were wonderful people at Toddle
Town.

Sharley Gaskin - May 31 at 04:08 PM

“

Rick, You and your family will be in my thoughts and prayers today and in the coming
days as you go through this time of heartache and grieve.

Patsy & Jerry Motte - May 31 at 03:23 PM

“

Gwen, Keeping you in our thoughts and prayers during the days ahead. Ray and
Mary Ann

Mary Hawkins - May 31 at 09:08 AM

“

Sending love, hugs and prayers to you and your family, Gwen.

Sue Thomas Entrekin - May 31 at 08:49 AM

“

Barbara Pitts Campbell sent a virtual gift in memory of Russell Alfred Warner Sr.

Barbara Pitts Campbell - May 31 at 08:05 AM

“

Steve Grady lit a candle in memory of Russell Alfred Warner Sr.

Steve Grady - May 31 at 07:53 AM

“

Warren Finney lit a candle in memory of Russell Alfred Warner Sr.

Warren Finney - May 30 at 10:49 PM

“

Gwen & family - what a shock to learn of Russell’s passing. We all procrastinate say wish I had done this or that. My sincere thoughts and prayers are with you at this
difficult time.

Curtis Wallace - May 30 at 04:10 PM

“

Gwen and family It’s been a long time since I have seen this name You and Russell were
such good friends to me while I worked at Thornwell Russell was so good to the kids and
staff at Thornwell He did so many good things behind the scenes that the administration
never knew about God bless you and your family during this time and down the road
Bill Lewis
Bill Lewis - May 30 at 04:20 PM

“

Rusty,Angela, and family I am so sorry for your loss.Praying for all.

Joyce S Padgett - May 30 at 02:42 PM

“

Ricky, we express deepest sympathy for you and your family in this time of need.
May God Bless and Comfort you through the coming days. I know he will be missed.
God Bless
Chip, Florence, and Family

Brawley Family - May 30 at 12:34 PM

