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Muriel Harmon Lake, 91, of Whitmire, passed away on Wednesday, February 27, 2019 at
the Presbyterian Community Home. Muriel provided a remarkable source of optimism,
strength, and cohesion for her loving family. All who knew her will remember a woman with
a generous spirit and a remarkable attitude toward life. She loved God and served
selflessly in her church and community for many years.
Muriel was born in Newberry to the late Price Kenneth Harmon and Birdie Fulmer
Harmon. She was a graduate of Newberry city schools and Mary Washington College in
Fredericksburg, Virginia. There she earned her B.A. degree in Music in 1948 and then
returned to her hometown of Newberry to teach piano. It was there she met the love of her
life, Dr. Kemper D. Lake, whom she married in October of 1949.
After teaching piano for several years, she started a family, became a homemaker and a
flower gardener, and provided assistance with bookkeeping in her husband’s medical
practice. Still she never lost her love for music and the arts. Throughout the years she
continued to play the piano and attended countless concerts, performances, programs,
and musicals. Those who knew Muriel well were most likely invited by her to attend these
events regardless of their underlying interest.
Always supportive of her community, she participated in most every club and organization
within the town and county – Brownie Scouts, Wolverine Boosters, Whitmire Golf Club,
Music Club, Biographical Club, Fine Arts Club, Bridge Club, Daughters of the American
Revolution, Newberry Community Hall Commission, and the American Association of
University Women. She was also an avid supporter of Presbyterian College, and could
frequently be found in the bleachers cheering on the Blue Hose. Growing up in the Great
Depression and World War II, she had many experiences that filled her with patriotism and
instilled values that always led her to put others before self, seeking the greater good for
all.
A member of the Whitmire Presbyterian Church for nearly 70 years, she served in many
capacities – pianist, teacher, circle chair, ordained elder, and the High Flyers travel
organizer, and she was later honored as an Elder Emeritus by her beloved church family.

Muriel was also an avid traveler and enjoyed seeing many parts of the world. One of her
favorite travel memories was an epic adventure West with her family of five in a miniature
camper in the summer of 1968. In later years she enjoyed visiting with her children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren or just simply relaxing in her beloved country
home where she was rejuvenated by the peace and quiet. Her greatest passion was for
her family, and her greatest enjoyment was hosting weekend, holiday, or vacation
gatherings for all the family to attend. She created traditions and loving memories that will
endure for future generations to come. Mama, or Grandmama, or G.G., was simply the
very best one could have.
Muriel was predeceased by her husband of 48 years, Dr. Kemper D. Lake, and a brother
whom she adored, Bennett Meredith Harmon. She is survived by her three children: Mrs.
Robert E. Jordan (Susan) of Florence, Mrs. H. Stanley Reid (Tricia) of Greenville, and Mr.
K. David Lake, Jr. (Nan) of Spartanburg; ten grandchildren: Robert E. Jordan, Jr. (Jo) of
Florence, L. Lake Jordan (Leigh) of Valdosta, Georgia, Spencer R. Jordan of Florence,
Jennifer R. Webb (Parker) of Columbia, David F. Reid (Bea) of Atlanta, Shelley C. Reid of
Greenville, Allen J. Reid (Katie) of Greenville, Leslie L. Lake of Washington D.C., Susan
G. Lake of Charleston, and Kemper D. Lake, III of Charlottesville, Virginia; and thirteen
great-grandchildren. She was tickled to find out last week that her fourteenth greatgrandchild is on the way.
A memorial service will be conducted at 4:00 PM Saturday, March 2, 2019, at the Whitmire
Presbyterian Church. The family will receive friends in the fellowship hall following the
service. A private burial will be conducted at the Whitmire Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Whitmire Presbyterian Church, 1509
South Church St, Whitmire, S.C. 29178 or to the Kemper D. Lake Scholarship Fund, c/o
Presbyterian College, South Broad St, Clinton, S.C. 29325.
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Comments

“

Cassie J. Fowler lit a candle in memory of Muriel Harmon Lake

Cassie J. Fowler - March 05, 2019 at 05:00 PM

“

To Susan,Tricia and David,
We will miss "Miss Muriel" around town. She was beloved, by everyone. She was just as
kind and sweet as she was beautiful.I am so glad to have known her, she made everyone
she knew feel special,as she was supportive of community activities. My parents: Dot &
Red Fowler,both loved her and Dr.Lake.She will be missed..Thoughts,Prayers and Hugs to
you and your families. Cassie J. Fowler
Cassie J. Fowler - March 05, 2019 at 05:08 PM

“

Donna Puckett Elsmore lit a candle in memory of Muriel Harmon Lake

Donna Puckett Elsmore - March 04, 2019 at 10:46 AM

“

Teresa Baker lit a candle in memory of Muriel Harmon Lake

Teresa Baker - March 02, 2019 at 01:37 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers are with the family in memory of such a lovely lady.
Robert L. Baker, Jr. & Terri Baker
Dalms Trammell
Teresa Baker - March 02, 2019 at 01:38 PM

“

Sending much love and many prayers to a dear family! What a remarkable lady Mrs.
Lake was! She was such a wonderful friend to my family and will certainly be missed!

Angie Thompson - March 02, 2019 at 09:54 AM

“

I know how much she was loved by her family. What a sweet lady. Always a smile. I
definitely know where Susan got her sweet and caring personality. She will be
missed. Sending prayers. Karen and Gary Ketelsen.

Karen Ketelsen - March 01, 2019 at 05:32 PM

“

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Muriel Harmon Lake.

March 01, 2019 at 10:09 AM

“

Grady Overstreet lit a candle in memory of Muriel Harmon Lake

grady overstreet - February 28, 2019 at 09:56 PM

“

Van Privette and I went to her home around 1960 or 62 to see her new kitchen with
its beautiful Black Walnut cabinets installed. I remember how proud she was and
they were beautiful. I was always fond of Black Walnut myself, Grady Overstreet.

grady overstreet - February 28, 2019 at 09:56 PM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of Muriel Harmon Lake.

February 28, 2019 at 09:02 PM

“

RICK & LINDA JORDAN - Murrells Inlet, SC purchased the White Standing Spray for
the family of Muriel Harmon Lake.

RICK & LINDA JORDAN - Murrells Inlet, SC - February 28, 2019 at 07:53 PM

“

Wayne Langston lit a candle in memory of Muriel Harmon Lake

Wayne Langston - February 28, 2019 at 06:05 PM

“

Simply Lily was purchased for the family of Muriel Harmon Lake.

February 28, 2019 at 04:06 PM

“

Heaven gained another Angel. Always loved her and Dr. Lake. I remember when he
use to make house calls. You could always count on him.

Shirley Adair - February 28, 2019 at 03:00 PM

“

Sending loving thoughts and sincere sympathy and praying that God will bless all of
the family with His peace and comfort.
Quin and Ed Holden

Quin Holden - February 28, 2019 at 01:49 PM

“

Mrs. Lake was one of the finest ladies in Whitmire. Your family was blessed to have
Dr. Lake and Mrs. Lake for parents. She was such a joy to be with; I never saw her
without a smile on her face. We were in the community choir together; she had a
beautiful alto voice! I will miss her at the Easter services this year. She was always
there with Elaine Wilkerson. No one will be able to replace her. May God be with your
family during the days ahead.

Nancy Alexander - February 28, 2019 at 11:47 AM

“

Elizabeth Lawson Brown lit a candle in memory of Muriel Harmon Lake

Elizabeth Lawson Brown - February 28, 2019 at 11:15 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I really admired your mother so much.
God bless you Susan, Tricia, David and families.
Elizabeth Lawson Brown - February 28, 2019 at 11:16 AM

“

Susan, Tricia, and David and families, You were indeed blessed to have Muriel and
Dr Lake for parents. I loved them both dearly. We worked closely for many years and
I will have to admit, those were good years. We did not always agree, we were
human, but I always had the highest regard for both of them. You had a wonderful
mother. She was full of love and caring for her fellow man and showed it in her every
action. May God bless each of you with these wonderful memories as you put her to
rest. Carry her memories as a banner and guideline for your lives and you will be
filled with joy.
Eleanor Lawson

Eleanor M Lawson - February 28, 2019 at 11:14 AM

“

Classic Sympathy Basket Arrangement was purchased for the family of Muriel
Harmon Lake.

February 28, 2019 at 10:49 AM

“

To The Family Members:
Our thoughts and heartfelt sympathy are with you in your time of sorrow.
First Citizens Whitmire
Thresa,Sherie,Donna

First Citizens - February 28, 2019 at 10:28 AM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Muriel Harmon
Lake.

February 28, 2019 at 10:21 AM

“

So sorry to hear of your mom's passing. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
during this time of grief. James and Wanda Howard

wanda howard - February 28, 2019 at 10:10 AM

“

Edna Faye Wix lit a candle in memory of Muriel Harmon Lake

Edna Faye Wix - February 28, 2019 at 09:51 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. She was a beautiful person and
will be missed. Harold & Jackie Senn

Harold &Jackie Senn - February 28, 2019 at 09:45 AM

“

Deborah Cody Haydock lit a candle in memory of Muriel Harmon Lake

Deborah Cody Haydock - February 28, 2019 at 08:14 AM

“

Gigi Wicker-Garner lit a candle in memory of Muriel Harmon Lake

Gigi Wicker-Garner - February 28, 2019 at 06:44 AM

“

Stanley & Darlene Wicker lit a candle in memory of Muriel Harmon Lake

Stanley & Darlene Wicker - February 28, 2019 at 06:08 AM

“

So sorry to hear of your mother's passing. She was a beautiful person and will be
greatly missed. My thoughts and prayers are with you all.

Linda Bullard - February 28, 2019 at 04:22 AM

“

Renee Coats lit a candle in memory of Muriel Harmon Lake

Renee Coats - February 28, 2019 at 03:56 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Mrs Lake's demise. What a beautiful human being she was! I
am sure she will be welcomed in Heaven. May she enjoy her Heavenly home!!

Beverly (Atkins) Canova - February 27, 2019 at 11:26 PM

“

Sorry to hear about your Mother. She was a very sweet lady and was loved by so
many. She will be missed by all who knew her. My thoughts and prayers are with you
at this time.

Peggy Bullard - February 27, 2019 at 10:40 PM

“

Susan, Tricia, David and Family,
I am saddened to hear of your sweet Mother’s passing. What wonderful years we
had as the Morse Street gang with Mrs. Lake as one of our Moms! She never minded
how many of us were running in and out of the house on our adventures...and
usually had cookies for us to grab on the way! She was a remarkable lady loved by
all. You all are in my heart and prayers.

Susan Suber - February 27, 2019 at 08:59 PM

