Michael Jay Rinehart
August 23, 1948 - January 28, 2021

Michael Jay Rinehart, age 72, passed away Thursday, January 28, 2021 at his home.
Born August 23, 1948 in Kokomo, Indiana, he was a son of the late Robert Jay and
Dorothy Leslie Rinehart.
After a distinguished career in the United States Navy, he retired as Command Master
Chief aboard the USS Francis Scott Key, SSBN-657. He was highly respected by his
shipmates.
Mr. Rinehart deeply loved fishing, although Kathy caught most of the fish. He was quick
with the fish tales and his jokes were never-ending. He was fiercely protective of his
family. He never met a stranger, always treated everyone equally and was beloved by his
family and friends. He will be sorely missed.
Mr. Rinehart is survived by his wife, Kathy Lane Rinehart, they were inseparable and
loved each other unconditionally. He is also survived by his children, Andrew Rinehart of
Jacksonville, Jessica Rinehart of Greenville, Stacie Williams and Troy, William Evans and
wife, Kristi all of North Augusta; he was “Peepa” to his four grandchildren, Ashton
Williams, Madison Evans, Camryn Williams and Kylee Evans; he is also survived by his
step-sister, Sherri Rinehart (Sylvia); and step-brother, David Rinehart (Carmen).
In lieu of flowers, the family is asking that donations be made to St. Jude Children’s
Hospital or Tunnels to Towers, two charities that he was passionate about.
Gray Funeral Home of Clinton

Comments

“

My wife Peggy, and I are deeply saddened by Mike’s sudden passing. We will forever
cherish our times having known, and served with such an outstanding leader, robust
mentor as well as a master statesman while he served so brilliantly as the Chief of
the Boat (COB) onboard the USS Francis Scott Key (FSK) “Blue Crew.”
It was not only an honor to have been “initiated” into this man’s Chief’s Quarters, but
to also later have him as our chosen, and distinguished guest speaker at my own
naval retirement ceremony in 2006. Peggy served with Mike as an FS Key family
ombudsman, and like many others who got to really know him were better off for it,
and gratefully so, as we all learned from the “Best of the Best!”
Bravo Zulu to Mike Rinehart! Just as his obituary mentions, he indeed “was highly
respected by his shipmates” and “will be sorely missed.” He leaves us with a lasting
friendship among friends, a positive impression on those of us who served with him,
and have no doubts in his passing, he has set a new course for others to try to
emulate.
Peggy and I can certainly relate to the fun fact of Mike’s many fishing tales along with
Kathy’s ability to out fish him, as my wife does me the same way; but I have, and will
continue to treasure, and use the parting Shimano fishing reel he so graciously gifted
to me in 2006.
Besides his insightful leadership, Mike Rinehart was a caring, and generous soul, he
loved being a focal point to those around him, and he certainly commanded that
attention throughout his career, and we all loved him dearly for that. Our condolences
go out to his immediate family, and although we’ve had little contact over the years,
Mike has been in our hearts, on our mind and in our past conversations as indeed
one of the Great Ones!
Master Chief Petty Officer Michael D. Polomski, US Navy (Submarines) (Retired) and
Peggy R. Polomski former FSK Command Family Ombudsman.

Michael Polomski - February 05 at 02:36 PM

“

I am so sorry Kathy that your heart is broken, please know that I will be praying for
you and your family to feel our Savors arms of comfort surround you constantly.

Barbara Nixon - February 04 at 10:13 AM

“

MY BEST FRIEND AND OUTSTANDING SAILOR. HE WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN
LOVE YOU MIKE!

ALLEN HARDY - February 02 at 03:18 PM

“

He was a great brother. There were four of us and we all stuck up for each other.
That didn't mean we didn't fight with each other, but no one, no one, messed with the
Rinehart kids. I loved him and am so proud to be called his "Sis".

Sherri Rinehart - February 02 at 08:27 AM

“

He was a good COB and a good man. He made a great difference to us on the FS
Key. We turned out as a great crew...he was a part of that. I always had the sense
that what I thought mattered to him. I am sure we all did.

Glenn Garza - February 02 at 06:42 AM

“

A great individual who will be missed. Captain Joseph Shappell (Retired)

Joseph Shappell - February 01 at 09:44 PM

“

Very sorry to hear that Mike has passed. Lost touch with him after I left the the USS
Francis Scott Key in June 1986. Before that we were neighbors for a while at
Willoughby Spit Marina in Norfolk during our time in the Shipyard. Mike lived on his
Sailboat the Aurora & I was living on my boat, an Egg Harbor Sportfish. Mike was at
my Initiation when I made Chief Petty Officer. Rest in Peace.

Frank Reno STSCS(SS) US Navy Ret. - February 01 at 03:51 PM

“

We FSK shipmates all lost a great friend in Michael Rinehart. Mike Rinehart was a
leader among leaders. He was able to not only make FSK a great performer in a
tough overhaul environment and transition to the operational fleet, but he was a great
at-sea operational COB. He was a major factor in the success of FSK while I had the
privilege to command her. He had excellent skills in getting a crew to work as a team,
expecilay his use of our great Chief’s Quarters (OK the Goat Locker).
For me personally, he was a thoughtful sounding board, taking my ideas and making
them work. And on more that one occasion I remember him coming into my
stateroom, loudly closing the stateroom door and semi-respectfully saying “Pardon
my French sir, but what do you think you are doing! He was rarely ever wrong and
helped me take my half-baked and les than ideal ideas and make it work.
He was the personification of leadership in submarines and my closet confidant. In
my career, I rode over 80 submarines and as great as many of those were, none had
a COB as good as Mike Rinehart.
Captain David D. Miller US Navy (Submarines) (Retired)

David Miller - February 01 at 03:32 PM

“

He was my best friend I loved him like a Brother his memory will live with me until I
die. We meet him and Kathy in Hiawassee Ga at a concert.He always had a joke or a
funny tale to tell me.He loved Bluegrass music as much as I did.RIP Mike I will miss
you.Harry

Harry Woodall - February 01 at 11:33 AM

