Martha Kelley Lawson Young
May 22, 1927 - April 26, 2021

Martha Kelley Lawson Young passed away on April 26, 2021 at Prisma Health Laurens
County Hospital, Clinton, S.C.
She was born on May 22, 1927 in Warren County, Georgia to James Wesley Kelley and
Pauline Fulghum Kelley. She was the youngest of seven children.
She is survived by her husband of 19 years Jack Ray Young of Thomson, GA. She is also
survived by her two sons: L. Thompson (Tommy) Lawson Ill (Katherine) and Mark Kelley
Lawson (Diane), step children Micheal Young, Linda Anne Young and Marcus Young.
She is also survived by her Grandson Adam Thompson Lawson (Lollie), Wesley Sumner
Lawson (Amy) and Lee Marthers (Cheryl). She is also survived by three great-grand sons
and by nieces Janet Lawson and Ellen Thompson.
Martha was predeceased by her husband of 49 years Lonnie T. Lawson, Jr., by her
brothers Aubrey Kelley and Alton Kelley and sisters Rebecca Foster, Marion Williams,
Ruby Tompkins, and Mildred Timmerman. She was also predeceased by her daughter-inlaw Linda Duncan Lawson.
Martha graduated from Warren County High School, Warrenton, GA and University
Hospital School of Nursing in Augusta, GA. After working for the Veterans Hospital in
Augusta and the Joanna Hospital, Joanna, SC, she joined the Laurens County Public
Health Department. Martha enjoyed working in immunization clinics, prenatal clients,
overseeing midwives and dealing with individuals attempting to overcome tuberculosis.
She retired from the Health Department after 30 years of service. She was a dedicated
nurse always concerned for others and always willing to assist those who were in need.
She was born into a Baptist family and married into a Baptist family. She was an active
and dedicated member of the Joanna First Baptist Church and the Clinton First Baptist
Church. She was a circle member, a Sunday School Teacher, and a Deacon at Clinton
First Baptist Church.
Although she had deep Baptist roots, she was always happy to worship at Jack's
Methodist Church when they were at his home in Thomson, GA.
For four years, Martha was a resident at Clinton Presbyterian Community where she
received wonderful care. She was particularly fond of the skilled nursing staff as she
enjoyed sitting near their nurses’ station and watching them work.

Interment will take place at Rosemont Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, please consider memorials to Clinton First Baptist Church (301 S. Broad
St. Clinton, SC 29325) or Clinton Presbyterian Community (801 Musgrove St. Clinton, WC
29325).
Condolences may be expressed to the family online by visiting http://www.grayfuneralhom
e.com
Gray Funeral Home of Clinton

Cemetery
Rosemont Cemetery
807 Willard Road
Clinton, SC, 29325

Comments

“

we loved martha and l t and their boys and their families. may god bless all of you
with his presence during your days of grief and or sorrow.
helen and russell dean

Helen & Russell - May 06 at 01:46 PM

“

Steve Grady lit a candle in memory of Martha Kelley Lawson Young

Steve Grady - May 02 at 08:24 AM

“

Ms. Martha was such a sweet lady and a wonderful nurse.I worked with her at the
health department in Laurens. She had such a contagious laugh and beautiful smile.
My thoughts and prayers will be with you all today and in the coming days.

Rene T Neel - May 01 at 03:52 PM

“

Dear Tommy and Mark,
So very sorry to hear this news of " Miss. Martha " what a great Lady. Please know
that you and your Families are in my thoughts, and prayers. Please accept my
sincere condolences.
Thomas Holmes

Thomas Holmes - April 30 at 05:08 PM

“

Tommy and family,
Your sweet Mama was the only thing I loved about going to the Health Dept to get
immunizations as a child. She eased my fears greatly. The whole Hollis Family loved
her. I am sorry for your loss yet I know you are sooo grateful that God chose her to
be your Mama. And I know you rejoice for her for the reunion in Heaven and find
comfort that you will see her again one day. You will be in my heart and prayers in
the coming days and months.
Renie Hollis Adair

Renie Adair - April 30 at 01:08 PM

“

Martha was not only a great nurse, but also an awesome Sunday School teacher.
She made the scriptures come to life and how to apply them in our present life. As I
worked with her at the Laurens Health Department, she lived her life as a Christian.
Many blessing and love to the family as you relive the precious memories you had
with Martha.

Mary Marshall - April 30 at 09:48 AM

“

Tommy, Mark and families, Mrs. Lawson-Young left you a rich spiritual legacy of
which I feel sure you are aware. She was such a beautiful example of a Clady as well
as a Southern lady. She was a wonderful role model to me as a young Christian
woman. May the God of all comfort give you peace both now and in the days ahead.

Sue Thomas Entrekin - April 30 at 08:23 AM

“

Tommy, Mark and families, Mrs. Lawson-Young left you a rich spiritual legacy of
which I feel sure you are aware. She was such a beautiful example of a Clady as well
as a Southern lady. She was a wonderful role model to me as a young Christian
woman. May the God of all comfort give you peace both now and in the days ahead.

Sue Thomas Entrekin - April 30 at 08:22 AM

“

Martha Lawson Young was a spiritual
mother to so many young adults from Joanna including Billy and I. She lived her faith
before us, opened the scripture to us, helped some of us come to know the Lord and
most of us to a deeper faith. She was very dear to our family. Billy and Sandra
Bishop

Sandra Bishop - April 29 at 10:09 PM

“

Donnie And Dianne Estes lit a candle in memory of Martha Kelley Lawson Young

Donnie and Dianne Estes - April 29 at 09:26 PM

“

Sending love, hugs and prayers for Martha’s family. We sure did love having her as
part of the Young Family. We will miss her. Stewart and Lynn Young

Lynn Young - April 29 at 08:47 PM

“

Sending love, hugs and prayers for Martha’s family. We sure did love having her as part of
the Young Family. We will miss her. Stewart and Lynn Young
Lynn Young - April 29 at 08:48 PM

“

Martha was one of the best nurses I ever worked with. She was kind to everyone she
served and met. She made a huge impact on the younger nurses at the Health
Department. She loved working in Public Health and serving her community. She will
never be forgotten. RIP sweet Martha.

Susie Madden - April 29 at 06:26 PM

“

We were saddened to hear of Martha's passing. She was a dear friend of ours and
we will miss her. Our thoughts and prayers go to all her family. May God comfort you
all at this sad time.
In Christ,
Ray & Mickey Riley

Mickey A Riley - April 29 at 02:32 PM

