Marianne Chambers Bower
March 31, 1928 - February 21, 2020

Marianne Chambers Bower, age 91, of Laurens died Friday, February 21, 2020. She was
born in Toledo, Ohio to the late Clare Alfred and Lois Marie Welch Chambers. Marianne
earned her BA in psychology from the University of Toledo where she was president of Pi
Beta Phi sorority, a member of Mortar Board National Honor Society (formerly Peppers),
and named one of 13 Outstanding Women on Campus. She met returning veteran David
Norman Bower while at the university and they married in 1950. They moved from Toledo,
OH to New Jersey, back to Toledo, to Long Island, NY, Worcester, MA, and finally settled
in Laurens, SC 50 years ago. They moved to the Martha Franks Retirement Community in
1998 where she lived for the rest of her life enjoying the community and the care she
received there.
Marianne was always active in her community. She was a devoted member of First
Presbyterian Church in Laurens, serving over the years as an Elder, Deacon, Stephen
Ministry Leader, Sunday school teacher and President of the Women of the Church. She
was also a past member of PEO and the Wednesday Club of Laurens.
She raised four wonderful children: Mark David Bower (Elizabeth) of Columbia, SC, Libby
Bower Bell (Philip) of Greenwood, SC, Sally Bower Wienecke (Matthew) of Columbia, SC,
and, Jonathan Craig Bower (who predeceased her) (Jackie Linder) of Chapin, SC. She
was extremely proud of her children who learned from their parents to show kindness and
respect to everyone around them.
Marianne is also survived by her brother Bruce Chambers of Dearborn MI, her
grandchildren Jaclynn Bower Goings (Travis), Catherine Bell Howze (Travis), Jessica
Bower, Rebecca Bell, Julianne Bower Schmidt (Chris), John Bell (Mallory), Anna Bower,
Erin Bower, and Claire Bower Fontaine (Jeff), 5 great-grandchildren and 13 nieces and
nephews. In addition to her son, she was predeceased by David Norman Bower, her
husband of 58 years, and her sister Barbara Carpenter.
A Private Burial for family will be held at Westview Memorial Park on February 28, 2020,
and a Memorial Service will be held in Rasor Chapel at Martha Franks at 2:00 on
February 28, 2020.
The family would especially like to thank all her friends and the staff at the Martha Franks
Retirement Community for the fellowship and care she received over her years there, as

well as the staff at Hospice and Palliative Care of the Piedmont for the care she received
in her final days. In lieu of flowers, the family would request that any memorials be made
to First Presbyterian Church of Laurens, SC, Boy Scout Troop #339 (First Presbyterian
Church), Martha Franks Retirement Community, or a charity of one’s choice.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.grayfuneralhome.com
Gray Funeral Home of Laurens
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Martha Franks Rasor Chapel
1 Martha Franks Drive, Laurens, SC, US

Comments

“

To the family, I send my heartfelt condolences. I got to know and love both Marianne
and Dave during my Chamber of Commerce working era. Both very community
minded and always willing to help. May the love of family and friends comfort you
during these difficult days and may God give you the peace that you seek.
Betty Walsh

Betty Walsh - February 24, 2020 at 07:19 PM

“

Libby and entire family,
We are grieving with you over the loss of sweet Marianne. She has been a great
presence in our church and Laurens for so many years, and she will be greatly
missed. We will see you soon.
With sympathy and love,
Jimmy and Susan

James C Todd III - February 24, 2020 at 02:57 PM

“

To all of Mrs. Bower's family: My heart hurts for each of you during this time. Your
mom was such a sweet, precious lady. I don't think I ever saw her when she did not
have her welcoming smile. She will be missed! My prayers are with each of you now
and in the coming days. Hugs to you all! Ann T. Poole

Ann T. Poole - February 23, 2020 at 09:42 PM

“

David & Mrs. Bowers were kind of neighbors of mine outside Laurens . Visited thru 1st
Presbyterian, great solid family.Sympathies to the families. John Wasson, Seabrook Island,
S. C.
John Wasson - February 24, 2020 at 08:50 AM

“

Dave and Marianne were such great neighbors and friends living across from me. Such a
warm and friendly Christian couple. They are and will be in my heart forever!
Teresa Horton - February 24, 2020 at 03:21 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the family. Marianne was a dear friend
and I will miss her. She was a kind and loving woman with
insight and strength of character. I always enjoyed her
company. I pray God will give you peace and comfort in your
time of grief.
Carol Kennedy - February 24, 2020 at 10:45 PM

“

Dear Family of Marianne. I am Mary Ellen Hill. My husband, Reggie and I moved into 215
Ball Drive as next residents following David's passing and Marianne's move. I did not have
the pleasure of meeting him, but Marianne became a dear friend. She was a wonderful
lady! Blessings on your family.
Mary Ellen Hill - March 05, 2020 at 11:04 AM

“

To the family of Marianne,
Your mom was a very precious friend to me, of the years we knew each other from
Baldwin’s, she would call, and I would go get the car, many conversations were had
as she always invited me in for a chat, never once did I leave without a big hug, and
her telling me, “I love you, you are a gem”....I was blessed to have her in my
life...God bless you all..

Gail Bouknight - February 23, 2020 at 09:45 AM

