Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.
September 28, 1930 - January 14, 2021

Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr. age 90, passed away Thursday, January 14, 2021 at the
Hospice and Palliative Care of the Piedmont in Greenwood.
He was born September 28, 1930 to Sara Cathey and John Reuben Stephens, Sr. of
Canton, North Carolina.
He was a Distinguished Military Graduate of Clemson College in 1952 where he was
Regimental Commander of the Clemson College Cadet Corps his senior year. He spent
three years in Regular Army, as an Infantry Officer, part of that time in Korea. He returned
to Clemson for a 1956 Master’s degree, then married Lillian Salters Dillard of Clinton.
Graduating from the Medical College of South Carolina in Charleston in 1960, he interned
in Macon, Georgia and completed his Family Medicine residency at Charity Hospital in
Alexandria, Louisiana. He practiced Family Medicine in Clinton, SC for thirty five years.
During that time, he practiced with the late Dr. George Blalock and the late Dr. Ralsa
Fuller. The last eight years of his practice was with his son, Dr. Louis Stephens Jr. He
served as Chief of Staff of Bailey Memorial Hospital, President of Laurens County Medical
Society, Chairman of Clinton Housing Authority, President of the Chamber of Commerce,
President of the YMCA Board, team physician for Clinton High School and Presbyterian
College football teams, Deacon, Elder, and Elder Emeritus of First Presbyterian Church,
Co-Founder of Laurens County Chapter of Ducks Unlimited, Board of Advisors of
American Federal Bank, President of Laurens County Forestry Association, Master Tree
Farmer, and Master Gardener. He received an Honorary Degree in Public Service from
Presbyterian College.
He was predeceased by his wife, his parents, and his two brothers. John Reuben
Stephens Jr. and William Kerr Stephens. He is survived by three sons, Lou (Debbie), Gary
(Sharon), Tom (Michelle), all of Clinton, five grandchildren, Louis III (Marisa), Dillard
(Haley), Sara Olivia, Bailey and Adaline, and one great-grandchild, William Gray.
During these difficult and challenging times, the family will be planning a private family
service due to the recent rise of COVID cases in our community. They thank you for your
understanding and support during their time of grief and loss.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to First Presbyterian Church, 410 East Carolina
Ave., Clinton, SC 29325, or Hospice of Laurens County, P.O. 178, Clinton, SC 29325.

Condolences may be expressed online at http://www.grayfuneralhome.com
Gray Funeral Home of Clinton

Comments

“

Jojo & Jerald King lit a candle in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Jojo & Jerald king - March 22 at 09:11 PM

“

Tink and I are so sorry to hear of the passing of Dr. Stephens. One of the best! He
visited Tink and me as sick children in our homes. Our hearts are heavy, and we
have the family in our thoughts and prayers.

Debra and Tink Barnes - February 02 at 01:38 PM

“

Gary, Lou, and Tom,
I am so sorry to learn about the passing of your father. Dr. Stephens was a great
doctor and a man of great character all around. He contributed so much to Clinton
and to many people around him. As Abraham Lincoln said, the more a person
contributes to those around him, the more he is missed. I know your family is feeling
a great loss. I'm keeping you all in my thoughts and prayers.

Billy Hogan - January 30 at 12:41 AM

“

Patti A. Yon lit a candle in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Patti A. Yon - January 26 at 12:47 PM

“

Lou, I am so sorry for your loss.
~Linnea Pearson Wilcox

Linnea Pearson Wilcox - January 25 at 05:10 PM

“

Bobby T Buckhiester lit a candle in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Bobby T Buckhiester - January 21 at 12:05 PM

“

“

He was a good down to earth man.
Bobby T - January 21 at 12:06 PM

To the Stephens family its with a heavey heart and tears that ill tell you how very
sorry I am of Dr Stephen's passing I know he will be truly missed may GOD be with
each and everyone of the family sincerely Wanda and Charles powell

wanda powell - January 20 at 08:43 PM

“

Dottie Richey lit a candle in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Dottie Richey - January 20 at 01:58 PM

“

Ginger Sasser lit a candle in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Ginger Sasser - January 20 at 03:52 AM

“

Dr. Stephens and family, We are so sorry for your loss. W will be praying for you at
this difficult time. May God comfort you and carry you in his loving arms. Mike and
Janice Banks

Mike and Janice Banks - January 19 at 07:54 AM

“

Dr.Lou ,Gary, Tom & Family. May God wrap his loving arms around you all and bring
comfort as only HE can. I remember our visits at Presbyterian Communities before
Covid hit. He was always smiling and ready to talk. Any where I would see him
around town we would exchange conversation,many times in the grocery store. He
will be missed by countless friends& family. He was a pillar in our community. We will
keep you all in our prayers in the days ahead.
Wayne Langston

Wayne Langston - January 18 at 07:24 PM

“

Kevin Alexander sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Kevin Alexander - January 18 at 05:28 PM

“

Jennifer Moore sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Jennifer Moore - January 18 at 03:33 PM

“

Dr. Stephens was one of our favorite residents at Presbyterian Communities! Always
had a wonderful and caring spirit! He had a smile that could light up a room! You will
be missed so badly by the dietary department! Rest in Paradise my friend!!

Tracy Anderson - January 18 at 03:32 PM

“

Dr. Stephens, I was sorry to hear about the loss of your father, Dr. Stephens, Sr. I
worked with him many years at Bailey Hospital and the Nursing Home. He was a
very special man, and I thought a lot of him. Sincerely, Linda D Swygert.

Don Swygert - January 18 at 11:22 AM

“

Dear Dr. Lou, Gary, Tom & family,
Extending deepest sympathy as we lift you in prayer & send our LOVE Your dad
was very special/helpful to me when we worked together (5/87-12/90) @
Presbyterian Home. As you grieve may you, not only, cherish your precious
memories, but also, celebrate his wonderful life WHAT A GOOD MAN
Debbie & Gerald Davenport

Debbie G Davenport - January 18 at 10:51 AM

“

A great man who was also my doctor when I was a child. I broke my arm and while
he was putting a cast on it, I was talking so much that he put tape over my mouth.
Mama laughed, I was shocked. Loved him and his wife in my later years as we
communicated from time to time.

Annette Lee - January 18 at 07:29 AM

“

Dr. Stephens was my doctor when I was growing up. He stitched, casted, and
mended my little body umpteen times. May he rest in peace, and may God bless and
comfort his family.

Marty Joe Harris - January 17 at 07:44 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. I always loved your dad. He even made an impression on my
daughters by making a joke (at my expense) when we saw him at the Presbyterian
Home in recent years. He will be missed.
Lisa Emerson Machione

Lisa Machione - January 17 at 06:22 PM

“

Dr. Stephens, Jr. and family, I'm so sorry to hear of the passing of your Dad. Our
prayers and thoughts are with you during this time of grief. Dr. Stephens, Sr. was a
very good and kind Dr.

Janice Ward - January 17 at 04:56 PM

“

I am sorry for your loss. Dr Stephen’s was a great man and a true care giver to
anyone who needed his gift. He gave birth to all my children and cared for my wife
during her pregnancies with all compassion and love. God bless the family as they
grieve their loss.

Charles Brewington - January 17 at 04:05 PM

“

Steve, My Friend …. We know the legacy you left - the fine service to your family,
patients and community. As our physician, you helped in unhealthy times and also
delivered ‘3 baby Moores’. Fondly, I remember our friendship and our ‘duck hunts’ –
floating the Saluda, Tyger, Enoree, Broad, Edisto, Lynches and Santee Rivers,
seeing Nature and discussing life (with little impact on the duck population). Alas,
after many duck seasons, it was too cold and we became too old. Lou, Gary and Tom
can be proud of the contributions of their Parents. Miss Lillian (my 4th grade teacher)
was a gentle, kind and considerate lady and ‘Dr. Steve’ served all well. She and He
were our friends. We’re all sad, but our memories are happy. Our hearts are with the
Family.
Milton & Jean Arnold Moore,
Columbia (originally Clinton)

Milton P. Moore - January 17 at 03:20 PM

“

Russ and I are so sorry for your loss! Dr. Steve delivered our 3children and your family ours
have fond memories.
Russ and Barbara Emerson - January 17 at 05:31 PM

“

Sheila Mcgee Wheeler lit a candle in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Sheila Mcgee Wheeler - January 17 at 01:06 PM

“

Sherry Mcgee lit a candle in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Sherry Mcgee - January 17 at 01:06 PM

“

Dr. Lou Stephens, Dr Dillard Stephens and Family, I am so sorry to hear of your loss.
He was a good man and doctor. You are all in my thoughts and prayers.

Ann Moore - January 17 at 12:44 PM

“

Dr. Louis was my doctor until he retired. He brought me thru some rough times as he
has for many. He went out of his way to care. He was a kind, warm, loving and gentle
soul. He has been greatly missed since he retired but now he has his reward for his
love. My most sincere thanks to him and my most sincere prayers for all of his family.
He is one man that will be greatly missed

Patricia Clark - January 17 at 09:12 AM

“

Dr. Stevens was my doctor from the time I was born and delivered all 3 of my girls. Such a
wonderful soul and married to the most beautiful caring woman. Loved them dearly. He was
a legend to this town! Praying for the family.
Lynn - January 17 at 11:04 AM

“

Jeanie and I are sorry for the loss. Lou You and the family are in our Prayers.

Rufus King - January 17 at 08:44 AM

“

Dear Family, Praying that God will comfort you today and the days ahead.

Charles and Sue Gann - January 17 at 08:12 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear this Lou....You father was a wonderful man and pillar of our
community....He will missed. May God bless your entire family in Jesus Name.

James Michael McNeill - January 17 at 07:59 AM

“

Dr. Stephens was very special to each member of our family (3 of which he brought
into this world),and then continued to take great care of us! We considered him our
family doctor as well as our friend. We know that each of you have wonderful
memories which will comfort and give you peace in the weeks and months to come.
He will be missed.

Melvin and Judy Bailey - January 16 at 07:23 PM

“

Gregg And Cathy Link lit a candle in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Gregg and Cathy Link - January 16 at 07:23 PM

“

Prayers for family and friends now and the days to come.

Wayne and Deborah Steele - January 16 at 06:15 PM

“

I am sorry to hear this. He was our doctor for many years.

GUY TUMBLIN - January 16 at 04:09 PM

“

WOW.... DR STEVE WAS A STAPLE IN MY LIFE. TODAY MY PRAYERS AND
THOUGHTS ARE WITH LOU AND GARY AND TOM. YOUR DAD MADE A
DIFFERENCE IN THE TOWN WE ALL CALL HOME. I'M GLAD TO HAVE CALLED
HIM MY FRIEND. AND EACH OF YOU AS WELL.

John Edwards - January 16 at 04:01 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy for the loss of your father. He dedicated so much of his life to
medicine and the people of Clinton. May God's comfort being you through these
challenging times. Our prayers are with you all.
Teresa O. Vaughn

Teresa O. Vaughn - January 16 at 03:56 PM

“

Bf And JudySnow sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Bf and JudySnow - January 16 at 03:55 PM

“

Judy& BF SnowJr. sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Judy& BF SnowJr. - January 16 at 03:49 PM

“

We send prayers for this special family. Dr Stephens gave so much to so many- a
true friend to all. May God grant peace in the days to come and we know that “Miss
Lillian” will be taking care of him now. Becky & Wayne Copeland

Wayne & Becky Copeland - January 16 at 03:42 PM

“

Sandra Howell lit a candle in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Sandra Howell - January 16 at 03:15 PM

“

Tony And Kim Patterson lit a candle in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Tony and Kim Patterson - January 16 at 02:37 PM

“

Sandra McCall sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr. Louis Moore Stephens Sr.

Sandra McCall - January 16 at 02:27 PM

“

So sorry for your loss may prayers be with you
Ann grady - January 24 at 05:10 PM

