Jeffery Alan Sager
January 3, 1960 - July 22, 2020

Jeffery Alan Sager age 60 passed away suddenly, Wednesday July 22, 2020 at his home.
He was born January 3, 1960 in Altoona, PA, a son of Virginia Allison Sager of
Duncansville, PA, and the late Richard L. Sager.
He was a graduate of Central High School in Martinsburg, PA, Class of 1977. He earned a
Bachelor of Music Therapy Degree from Shenandoah Conservatory of Music, Class of
1984; a Master of Science in Music from Radford University, Class of 1991 and a Master
of Arts in Pastoral Ministry from Erskine Theological Seminary, Class of 2006.
Jeff was a gifted and talented musician, mainly playing the trumpet and guitar and enjoyed
his time playing with the 27th Lancers Drum & Bugle Corps.
Jeff was employed at Whitten Center as Chaplain & Music Therapist and served as the
Assistant Pastor at Shady Grove Presbyterian Church. He loved participating in local
theatrical and drama performances, including Carousel Playhouse Players; Laurens
County Community Theater; Thornwell High School Drama in the music pit, as a
stagehand, as stage manager or actor. He also served Thornwell High School as assistant
band director. Some of his favorite acting roles were Injun Joe in Tom Sawyer, The Rabbi
in Fiddler on the Roof and a Who in Seussical.
He held many certifications and was a certified instructor in CPR & First Aid, Defensive
Driving, Therapeutic Options and Stress Management.
He was an avid hockey fan, cheering on his Pittsburgh Penguins. Jeff will be remembered
for his love for music, trains, moose, Christmas and those that knew him best will
remember his servant’s heart and love for others.
Surviving in addition to his mother are his wife, Nancy Sager of Laurens, SC; his son,
Jonathan Sager of Laurens, SC; and a sister, Lisa Sager of Duncansville, PA.
The family request that memorial donations in lieu of flowers be made to Shady Grove
Presbyterian Church, 50 White Feather Circle, Clinton, SC 29325 or Whitten Center
Parents Club, 304 Dixon Drive, Clinton, SC 29325.
The family will be planning a memorial service at a later date. Please visit Jeff’s Memorial
Tribute page on the Gray Funeral Home website where those details will be announced.
Condolences may be expressed to Jeff’s family online at www.grayfuneral home.com.
Gray Funeral Home of Clinton

Comments

“

Jeff was taken way too early.
I worked with him at Whitten Center and we were all glad when he came to play and
sing for us. He will be missed.

Mike Heuerman - 21 hours ago

“

Nancy
This is your old roommate, Sheila Bowman Harvey from Shenandoah. I saw this
while online looking for something in the Altoona paper. I can't believe it. I am so
sorry. Jeff was a great guy and we all had quite a time at Shenandoah. I know its
been years but I would love to touch base with you again. Take care of yourself and
keep in touch if you can.
I'm sharvey617@yahoo.com

Sheila Bowman Harvey - Yesterday at 05:14 PM

“

Nancy we were sadden to hear of Jeff's passing. Sending our condolences and
prayers to you and your son.. Robert, Carolyn and Brittane (your former music
student) Smith...praying for comfort

carolyn smith - August 04 at 05:12 PM

“

To Jeff's family: May the peace of the Holy Spirit comfort you and bless you during
this difficult time. Jeff was a great guy and always showed compassion and concern
for the clients at Whitten Center. It was a honor to have known him and work with him
over the years. It was a privilege to assist him with music for funerals, special events,
celebrations, and long hours of the Training Fair. Whitten's loss and Heaven's gain.
Martin Wilbanks/QIDP-Unit 205 CSQ

Martin Wilbanks - July 28 at 10:30 PM

“

I am shocked and sadden to hear of Jeff's passing. I knew Jeff as I also worked at
Whitten Center for many years. He was a kind and gentle soul. He loved the
consumers and he loved his family. Rest in peace Jeff for a job well done. You will be
missed by many.

Susan L Simpson - July 28 at 07:21 AM

“

My memories of Jeff will be him showing up at Hallmark on a Saturday afternoon to
bring Nancy Starbucks or to take her to lunch. Some of my best Hallmark memories
are of our Christmas parties where he and Nancy would perform Christmas carols,
while we sat around eating Nancy's famous fudge. Jeff was clearly very loved and
will be missed by all who knew him

Whitney Berry - July 27 at 08:03 PM

“

So very blessed to have had Nancy and Jeff come to my home. For a Hallmark Christmas
celebration. We all gathered around to listen to them perform Christmas carols. As we
attempted to sing along . Such a special memory. Jeff was such a sweetheart. He and
Johnathan would come to visit Nancy at Hallmark. Always had a smile on his face. He so
very much loved his family. He will be missed by all who knew him .
Lisa dragicevich - July 31 at 10:23 AM

“

I enjoyed working with Jeff all the years I worked at the chapel at Whiiten Center. I
thought a lot of Jeff. Jeff loved his family, loved his music therapy, especially playing
his trumpet, he was devoted to his work at Whitten and don't forget that he loved his
cats. I'm going to miss playing "Words with Friends" everyday. We played 15 or more
games 1 or 2 times a day. I new something was wrong when he wasn't. I was so
sorry to hear of your great loss. He will be missed by many. He was a dear friend.
Prayers for comfort and peace will continue.
Love and God bless you. Karen Gaskin

Karen - July 26 at 10:16 PM

“

“

So sorry for your loss. You’re in my thoughts at this sad time.
Debbie Pederson - July 28 at 09:07 AM

I was shocked and saddened to hear about Jeff‘s passing.
Jeff was a master of volunteering and never failed to help when asked.
Coach Sager ran the finish line for all of Thornwell School and Home track meets. He
was a quiet leader for his students and staff alike.
His skills covered a giant spectrum of talents from being a hilarious Shriner in the

school play “Bye Bye Birdie “ to playing TAPS on a bugle for the 911 salute at the
cross country meet.One thing about Jeff was he always said yes so that his co
workers and students could succeed.
You ran a good race Jeff! (Hebrews 12:v1)
Skeet Keyes.
Coach Skeet Keyes - July 26 at 10:03 PM

“

Coach Skeet Keyes is so correct in his statements about Jeff. I was there and I witnessed
his love and caring for the Thornwell students and athletes. He and wife Nancy were true
blessings to Thornwell Home and all the staff and children there. Jeff was a quiet man but a
great man in every sense of the word. My heart, prayers and love go out to Nancy and
Johnathan at this time.
Angie Dillon
Angie Dillon - July 28 at 02:43 PM

“

Jeff will truly be missed and no one will be able to fill his shoes. My consumers' faces would
light up when Jeff came in with his guitar and started singing "This Little Light of Mine",
"Jesus Loves Me", He's Got The Whole World in His Hands" and many more. Jeff loved his
job and loved our consumers. Jeff you will truly be missed.
Sallie Simmons - July 28 at 03:25 PM

“

Jeff was such a devoted person to our consumers whether doing his music therapy,
a church service, a funeral service, or teaching new employees!
I always saw him riding his bike when I left work in evenings.
Prayers for you all for such a sudden loss.
Whitten Center lost a huge hero

Kim Hite - July 26 at 07:41 PM

“

I enjoyed getting to know the Sager family in the last year. Jeff was such a “happy
guy”, his heart for the Lord was always beaming, his love & commitment to his family,
especially for Nancy, shined every time I saw them together. Nancy, our prayers for
comfort & peace will continue. Love, The Driggers

Pam Driggers - July 26 at 03:35 PM

“

Praying for you Nancy and your family. May God bless and keep you love you
Jackie Westbrook-Forte - July 26 at 04:59 PM

“

To the Sager family, I was so sorry to hear about Jeff. He was one of the nicest
Chaplin's that I worked with at Whitten. He was so talented, and, he knew every
individual in the units. No one will be able to replace Jeff. May God hold your family
close during the days ahead.

Nancy S. Alexander - July 26 at 01:17 PM

“

Prayers to Jeff's family. His Servant Heart to all is his legacy. Worked with Jeff for
many years at Whitten. My blessing was to know him!
Bessie Eaddy Williams

Bessie Eaddy Williams - July 26 at 12:57 PM

“

I met the Sager's in 1998 during a campus tour of Thornwell before it became my
home for 7 years. At the time he introduced me to his wife and son, whom I would
share class with. Once I became a resident of Thornwell he and his wife helped me
tap into my love of music and he helped me to become the well rounded person I am
today. Jeff, his son and I spent alot of time together while I was in high school. They
took me to my first concert, they got me hooked into TSO, he loved fireworks, all
kinds of books, sharp pointy things, animals, movies, homebrew drinks and food.
He had a very deep love for his family. Nancy will always be his soulmate and He
was so proud of his son. His family ment everything to him, it was his world.
Jeff always had his fingers in everything and loved every minute of every moment of
it. He had a deep love of helping others and thust touched many lives he will be
greatly missed by many.

Katherine Sims - July 26 at 10:23 AM

“

Chaplain Jeff was a joy to work with. He really knew how to engage our consumers
in music therapy with his warm smile, lighthearted jokes and wonderful guitar playing.
Rest in Peace Chaplain Jeff. You will be missed.

Deidra C. Goode - July 26 at 08:49 AM

“

Jeff there is not enough word to express your kindness the joy you brought to the consumer
staff and everyone you came in contact with. You never met a stranger there were always
encouraging word for you to speak. Enjoyed so many Sundays at WC service. May God
rest your soul on this side and Rejoicing start in Heaven. You will be truly missed.
jacqueline williams - July 26 at 09:21 AM

“

Nancy and Johnathan, I was so sorry to hear of Jeff's passing. I know he is in a
much better place than all of we are on this Earth. Thank God for the blessed hope
we have to be reunited with our loved ones. My prayers are with you during this most
difficult time.

Sue Thomas Entrekin - July 26 at 08:46 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Mr. Jeff's passing. He was a great man. I loved to talk to him
when he came to the pharmacy. He definitely will be missed.

Laura Wilhelm - July 26 at 08:27 AM

“

Sandra Wilson lit a candle in memory of Jeffery Alan Sager

Sandra Wilson - July 26 at 07:08 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of the loss of Jeff. He was a blessing to Whitten Center
residents, families, and staff. Prayers for his family.

Cathy Owens - July 25 at 11:07 PM

“

Chaplain Jeff was an amazing man, friend and gentle soul. He was always on call to
give smiles, love, kindness and service to the families, residents and staff at Whitten
Center. He stood beside Roy and I through the deaths of our two boys that lived at
Whitten Center. This is heartbreaking, but also reassuring that he is now on the other
side of the veil bringing joy to those he served at Whitten. He will be missed so
much. Irreplaceable! May his family know how much we loved him. Our deepest
sympathies and prayers . The hope of eternal families will sustain us until we meet
again. Our love to you Jeff and family.
Roy and Kathleen Roberts

Kathleen and Roy Roberts - July 25 at 10:15 PM

“

Jeff was loved by all and will be missed..He loved our clients at whitten center and they
loved him. He always had a smile on his face. He was truly a man of God.
Denise Moody - July 25 at 10:23 PM

“

It breaks my heart for the loss of Jeff. He was such a blessing to all our children at Whitten
Center. He will be missed by all. Prayers for his family and his Whitten Center family.
Heaven gets sweeter all the time.
Phyllis Childerx - July 26 at 12:46 AM

“

Jeff was a true blessing to Whitten Center. He did a super job at all things required of him.
He will be greatly missed by the consumers and staff. I have been retired for years but
have still considered Jeff a friend. My thought and prayers go out to his family whom he
adored. Thank you for being a friend to all Jeff.
Joyce Rambo - July 26 at 07:58 PM

“

Such a sad day it was on the day the news of Jeff’s passing was shared among the
Whitten Center Parent’s Club Board members. I came to know Jeff after I became a
fellow Whitten employee and recognized, right away, the love and compassion he
had for the special folks that he served. Jeff’s presence and his talented contributions
to Whitten’s residents and staff will be surely missed. His will be HUGE shoes to fill!

RIP, Jeff, and KNOW that you made a difference in the lives of those you served, as
well as all who knew you.
Lunette Smaltz, Retired Whitten employee and current Whitten Center Parents Club
Board Member
Lunette Smaltz Livingston - July 25 at 10:07 PM

“

Jeff was a blessing to all that knew him He has touched so many lives Extremely
dedicated to his Whitten Center Family, Jeff was a very special part of our Shady
Grove Presbyterian Church Family He blessed us so many times with his trumpet
Our prayers are with you, Nancy and Jonathan I know he is having a blast playing
that trumpet on the streets of gold Our love, Becky and Wayne

Becky Copeland - July 25 at 05:27 PM

