Frances Williams McSween
July 4, 1920 - March 14, 2021

Frances Williams McSween, age 100, passed away at the Clinton Presbyterian
Community on March 14, 2021. Frances was born on the Fourth of July, 1920, and was
always pleased that the nation helped celebrate her birthday. She grew up in Chester, SC
and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in music from Winthrop College in 1941. While
there she met Harry McSween, a student at Presbyterian College who became the love of
her life, and they were married soon after graduation. After Harry returned from army
service overseas during World War II, they moved to Clinton in 1944 and raised a family.
She was a long-time member of the First Presbyterian Church of Clinton. Always a
musician, Frances taught piano for 30 years, was a member of the American Society for
Composers, Authors, and Publishers, composed and published sheet music for piano,
wrote and orchestrated musical productions with her daughter, and entertained many civic
groups and other gatherings. She also composed “On, On PC”, the fight song of
Presbyterian College. Frances was a loving mother, an inspiration to her family, and a
popular friend of many. She was always positive, joyous, and brave, even in the face of
adversity and advanced age.
She was preceded in death by her parents Harry Marion Williams and Lucile Hood
Williams, her husband Harry Younger McSween, her brother Harry Marion Williams Jr.,
and leaves her three children: Harry (Hap) Y. McSween Jr. (Susan) of Knoxville TN, Lucille
M. Harper (Roland) of Rock Hill SC, and John R. (Dick) McSween (Nena) of Beaufort SC,
as well as five grandchildren and nine great grandchildren.
Memorial Services will be held Friday, March 19, 2021 at 4 PM at the Gray Funeral Home
Chapel of Clinton.
The service will be livestreamed and will be available to view by visiting Mrs. McSween's
tribute wall on our website www.grayfuneralhome.com
In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to the charity of one's choice.
Gray Funeral Home of Clinton
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Gray Funeral Home - March 19 at 03:34 PM

“

Lucille and rest of the family. I am so sorry about your Mother's passing. I was glad
that I ran into you, your Mother, and Hap about a year ago in Belk's in Laurens. She
was a real special lady. Praying for all of you.
David & Joyce Brown

David Brown - March 26 at 11:29 AM

“

Stephen McGee lit a candle in memory of Frances Williams McSween

Stephen McGee - March 24 at 11:09 AM

“

Warren Finney lit a candle in memory of Frances Williams McSween

Warren Finney - March 19 at 11:52 PM

“

Lucille, Hap, & Dickie,
Words are tough to find at times like these, but when I heard of your mom's passing,
I thought about what wonderful parents both your mom and dad were, leaving such a
remarkable legacy in you three. Each of you excelled in science, music, and athletics
and chose to share and teach others. It has been a long time in distance and years
since I have seen any of you, but some memories last. In my thoughts, Binky

Barry Wingard - March 19 at 09:02 AM

“

Dr. John H. Fulmer, Jr. purchased the Healing Tears - All White for the family of
Frances Williams McSween.

Dr. John H. Fulmer, Jr. - March 18 at 03:52 PM

“

Dear Dickie & family,
WOW
How blessed you all were to have such a dear, beautiful, & sweet
M M Extending deepest sympathy as we lift all of you in prayer
& send you
our L VE !
Deb & Gerald

Debbie G Davenport - March 18 at 08:34 AM

“

To the family and especially Dick I am sorry to hear of your mother's passing. Good
neighbors in a great part of town. Thank you all for the fun times we had as
youngsters. Henry Workman.

Henry Workman - March 17 at 04:45 PM

“

So sorry to hear this. She and my mother (Inez Ledford) had so much fun together in
their later years....going to the beach together and staying in an old Inn with fabulous
food (I wish I could remember the name of it). I joined them there and we had so
much fun. The only cruise my mother took was with Frances. I hope they are having
fun together in Heaven!
Lou Ledford Miles

Lou Ledford Miles - March 17 at 03:17 PM

“

Remembering her sparkling smile and cheerful voice! What fun times we all had at
the McSween home! Love and hugs to you all! Amy Lou

amy wood - March 17 at 01:37 PM

“

Simply Lily was purchased for the family of Frances Williams McSween.

March 17 at 10:26 AM

“

I hardly remember a memory in my life that Frances wasn't in it. She was such a ray
of sunshine and I loved being around her, not only as a child growing up, but as an
adult. She was a wonderful sister to my Dad and an awesome aunt to me. I am
thankful to have had her in my life and I loved her dearly. Cathy

Cathy - March 16 at 09:52 PM

“

Cathy and Carl Beard purchased the White (Large) Sympathy Vase Arrangement for
the family of Frances Williams McSween.

Cathy and Carl Beard - March 16 at 09:39 PM

“

From Marty and Anne Williams purchased the Pink & White Sympathy Standing
Basket for the family of Frances Williams McSween.

From Marty and Anne Williams - March 16 at 02:50 PM

“

Lucille,
May the peace of the Lord be with you and your family as you celebrate the life of
such a wonderful lady! Please know that we will continue our prayers!
D. Jeffery Sligh

Jeffery Sligh - March 16 at 12:50 PM

“

What a lovely tribute for your Mom. Sending hugs and lifting you all up during this
time.
Teresa Creech

Teresa B Creech - March 16 at 12:14 PM

“

Lucille,
Sending love and my deepest condolences for your loss. She sounds like an
amazing and very talented lady - just as you are.
Debra Heintz

Deb Heintz - March 16 at 12:02 PM

“

Barbara Pitts Campbell sent a virtual gift in memory of Frances Williams McSween

Barbara Pitts Campbell - March 16 at 10:31 AM

“

Your Mom was a wonderful example of a true Southern lady. Condolences to all of
you. Carolyn Mills Ivey

Carolyn Mills Ivey - March 16 at 09:58 AM

“

My mother and grandmother always spoke of your mother as a kind, sweet neighbor
and friend.

Janice McDaniel Hicks - March 16 at 09:29 AM

“

What an incredible woman! It is an honor and privilege to have know her throughout
my life. She will be greatly missed. I remember Daddy talking about how much her
enjoyed working with her as well. I shall always remember her when we sing On, On,
PC! Do not hesitate to call on me if there is anything at all I can do for you.
Ginger Crocker

Virginia Crocker - March 16 at 07:54 AM

“

She was my first piano teacher! I loved Mrs. McSween!

Lynn Mims - March 15 at 10:29 PM

“
“

Lynn Frady Mims
Lynn - March 15 at 10:29 PM

I can’t recall a time when I didn’t know Frances; she is embedded in my memory with a
smile on her face, a spring in her step, a song in her heart and warmth and Southern charm
for everyone she encountered. Heaven is welcoming a Saint!
Totty Wilkerson - March 16 at 11:06 AM

“

Healing Tears - Lavender and White was purchased for the family of Frances
Williams McSween.

March 15 at 07:56 PM

