David S. "Skip" Rykard
May 23, 1939 - February 20, 2019

David S. “Skip” Rykard, age 79, of 104 Cedar Court passed away Wednesday, February
20, 2019 at the NHC of Laurens.
Skip was born in Columbia, SC and was the son of the late Samuel Broadus Rykard and
Faye Smythe Rykard. He worked for 32 years in Textile Management and continued to
work the next 15 years with his son at Rykard Land Surveying until his retirement. He was
a former Mason with the Berkeley Lodge #269, was an avid golfer, and Carolina
Gamecock Super Fan and of the Baptist Faith. Skip will be remembered as he was a
strong family man who loved people and enjoying life to its fullest.
He is survived by the love of his life, his wife, Joyce Walsh Rykard of the home, his three
children, Kevin Rykard (Mary) of Edmond, OK, Clay Rykard of Laurens, and Michelle
Evans (Dee) of Manning, SC; his grandchildren, Marah Rykard, Kathryn Shook (Will),
Caroline Rykard, Makayla Mason (Connor), Shelby Evans, Grace Rykard, and Chandler
Evans.
In addition to his parents he is also predeceased by his sister, Wray R. Toney, and his
daughter-in-law, Lisa M. Rykard.
Funeral services will be conducted Saturday, February 23, 2019 at 2 PM at the Gray
Funeral Home Chapel of Laurens by Rev. Dan Compton and Mr. Dee Evans.
Burial will be at Forest Lawn Cemetery. Serving as active pallbearers will be Mickey Crisp,
Brian Harlan, Scott McCurry, Connor Mason, Chandler Evans and Steve Brouillette.
Honorary pallbearers will be Elton Gay, J.C. Whitley, David Patterson, Ed Burke and Tom
Reeves.
The family will receive friends prior to the service from 1 to 2 PM at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to Hillcrest Baptist Church, 216 Independence
Ave. Laurens, SC 29360.
The family will be receiving friends at the home, 104 Cedar Court, Laurens, SC 29360.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.grayfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Warren Finney lit a candle in memory of David S. "Skip" Rykard

Warren Finney - March 14, 2019 at 03:26 AM

“

Dear Joyce, Clay and family members,
I will always remember the good times that I shared with Skip and especially while
playing a round of golf with him. It didn't matter if you had a bad day on the golf
course because just around him made it a great day!!
Thoughts and prayers to all the family members,
Stan "Furyk" Coleman

Stan A Coleman - February 23, 2019 at 10:44 PM

“

12 files added to the album LifeTributes

Gray Funeral Home - February 23, 2019 at 10:51 AM

“

I remember Skip beginning in Grammar School at Schneider through Graduation at
Dreher. Since High School we have not seen each other much but I will remember
him as always having a good outlook on life and being happy. . I believe his Father
was a sports Writer for The State and that he died when we were in Grammar
School.
My thoughts and prayers are with Joyce and the family.
Jim Cherry

Jim Cherry - February 22, 2019 at 04:28 PM

“

I used to see Skip, it seemed like, every time I went to the grocery store. He always made
me laugh. When he came into our office, he was funny too. Praying for you all. Janet Good
Walston/Cox Ferguson and Wham
Janet Good Walston - February 22, 2019 at 06:57 PM

“

I was privileged to have known Skip and our families had many great years together going
on vacations and just family rather than great friends. Skip had been a great mentor in my
life sponsoring me into the Masonic organization which has helped me to be a better man
for my God, family and fellow man. I’m pleased that our friendship has endured all of these
years and that our families are still close. Our prayers are with the family during this time
and that the good and gracious God will bless them and grant them peace.
Elton Gay - February 23, 2019 at 11:37 AM

“

57 files added to the album LifeTributes

Gray Funeral Home - February 22, 2019 at 03:55 PM

“

Classic Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of David S. "Skip"
Rykard.

February 22, 2019 at 02:24 PM

“

In 1955 I was a freshman at Dreher High school in Columbia, SC, and was invited to
join what has turned out to be a very strong "brotherhood" named The Dark
Horseman Club. Skipper was a sophomore at Dreher and also in the DHC. I always
looked up to Skipper as being a fun loving and very kind friend. We lost touch over
the years but a few years ago I learned that he was in Laurens, and I was in
Prosperity on Lake Murray. I contacted him and we made plans to have lunch
together, and it was like finding a lost family member. We had so much fun
reconnecting over a number of simple lunches in Clinton, SC. Later we included
several other friends (of the DHC) in our lunches. It was so much fun.
I was saddened to hear that Skip recently had fallen and broken a hip, but thought
that he was recovering in a rehab center, and I was planning to go visit him there,
soon. Then today I got an e-mail about his passing, and it leaves me speechless.
Skip, thank you for the fun we had reconnecting over lunches at the FATZ Restaurant
in Clinton. I'll look you up when I get to your new home.
Love ya Skip.
Marion

Marion Brown - February 21, 2019 at 10:48 PM

“

My brother & I were good friends with skip growing up & also were Dark horseman brothers
we called skip “the big bopper Rest In Peace
Buddy Duke
Buddy Duke - February 22, 2019 at 08:58 AM

“

Sincerest Sorrow - All White was purchased for the family of David S. "Skip" Rykard.

February 21, 2019 at 10:32 PM

“

Mary's Oklahoma Bunco Girls purchased the Healing Tears - Blue and White for the
family of David S. "Skip" Rykard.

Mary's Oklahoma Bunco Girls - February 21, 2019 at 09:56 PM

“

So sad to here this, uncle skip ALWAYS made us smile and laugh. He was a kind
Gentleman to everyone he encountered and a pleasure to be around. He will truly be
missed by all. He's probably telling jokes to my mom and dad and uncle pro ( Pete
,Maxine ,& Harold Walsh ) in Heaven , R.I.P UNCLE SKIPPER.

Benjy Walsh - February 21, 2019 at 08:13 PM

“

Oh my.....so very sorry to hear this. I've known and loved Skipper since the early 50's
and there's never been a finer fellow on this earth. We saw each other seldom but
stayed in touch, and I'll miss him very much. Rest in peace, old friend. I know Wray
and your mama were happy to greet you yesterday.

Dorothy Yarborough - February 21, 2019 at 06:58 PM

“

Our wonderful neighbor that kept us laughing. We will miss him so much. Won’t be the
same when I look out my kitchen window and he won’t be there. He was a great friend to
David and he will be lost without him. If he needed something or needed some advice, he
could always turn to Skipper. They had so much fun together. Long talks on summer
evenings in the yard will especially be missed. We loved you Skipper. Look forward to
seeing you again someday.

RIP

Beth Patterson - February 21, 2019 at 08:46 PM

“

I am stunned, Skipper (Big Bopper)was my Brother from Grammer School at Schneider,
Hand, Dreher and the Dark Horseman. He was always "upbeat" and fun to be around. He
actually lived with me for a while in High School. We went into the Army together and rode
the Train from Columbia to Fort Smith Arkansaw where we took our Basic training. Later
we served together at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio. "Bopper" was a Groomsman in
my Wedding to Ann Dabbs.
I never saw Skip "down", he was a friend to everybody. I actually looked Skipper up several
years ago and went to see him and Joyce. We talked many times and e-mailed frequently. I
loved him like a Brother.
Chester (Chuck) Duke
Chester Duke - February 22, 2019 at 07:59 AM

“

He always had a big smile and I bet he never met a stranger. Mary Davidson
mary davidson - February 22, 2019 at 05:48 PM

